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2010 saw the culmination of the Discovery Center Museum expansion project. 
With construction complete Discovery Center offers so much more for everyone, 
which we highlight here.

MORE TO EXPLORE!
•  The Tot Spot Gallery was expanded to 3,100 square feet with the following new learning 

areas added: Baby Spot, Make It Go, Make It Flow, Make It Blow, Build It/Roll ‘Em,
Ginny’s House and Let’s Pretend.

•  Ag-Zibit: Agriculture Touches Our Lives Every Day is a new exhibition in our expanded space. 
Ag-Zibit contains 17 hands-on exhibits related to modern agriculture.

•  Grossology: The (Impolite) Science of the Human Body was the first exhibition hosted in the 
new Woodward Exhibit Gallery, a 5,000-square-foot traveling exhibit hall we share with the 
Burpee Museum of Natural History.

•  New exhibits were added in other areas of the museum, too. They are Eat A Rainbow in the 
Body Shop exhibition, along with a Rocket Launcher and Two Story Hot Air Balloon in the Air 
and Flight exhibition. 

•  New classrooms, including the specially designed Tot Spot classroom, accommodated 
Family, Home School, After School and Tot Spot classes on a spectrum of topics, such as Your 
Nose Knows, Lego Robotics, High Voltage Science and Going Batty! 

MORE ROAD TRIPS!
Discovery on Wheels – Our outreach educators brought exciting hands-on science programs 
to 86,513 people at schools, libraries, daycares, community centers, county fairs and festivals 
throughout the region.

Traveling Exhibits – Discovery Center rented our award-winning exhibits to five other 
museums. Team Up was at Don Harrington Discovery Center in Amarillo, TX and Children’s 
Science Explorium in Boca Raton, FL. Amusement Park Science was at Science Museum of 
Connecticut, in Hartford, CT. Get the Message was at Children’s Museum of Winston Salem, NC 
and Orlando Science Center, FL.
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MORE COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS!
Fit Families – A collaborative of local organizations working together to combat childhood obesity. 
We conducted fitness and nutrition activities at our museum and continued the after school 
nutrition program with assistance from the University of Illinois Extension office.

Alignment Rockford – A community-wide collaborative of 48 organizations established to improve 
public school and community success. Discovery Center Executive Director Sarah Wolf serves as 
the Vice President of the Governing Board. 

ASAP – For ten years, Discovery Center has partnered with Rockford Public Schools in the District’s 
After School Achievement Program serving 800 at-risk children each week and helping these  
students improve academic performance. 

Illinois Space Grant Consortium – Discovery Center is one of only two museums in Illinois 
included in this organization partially funded through NASA and developed to provide teacher 
workshops, space camps, and conduct research projects on topics related to space exploration. 
In 2010 we hosted NASA’s Innovations in Global Climate Change Education Funding Opportunity 
workshop and webinar. Discovery Center Museum served as the host location for the entire 
State of Illinois.

Nanoscale Informal Science Education Network – Discovery Center is part of the national 
collaboration “NISE.” The purpose of NISE is to spread awareness and understanding of 
nanotechnology to communities across the nation utilizing science centers to spread information to 
children, families, educators and the general population.

MORE FUN FOR EVERYONE!
Grand Opening festivities were held in June in our new event space, Discovery Room, and a donor 
recognition event was held in July.
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Our
Mission

Create opportunities for

joyful learning and

discovery through

hands-on experiences

in the sciences

and arts.

MORE PEOPLE SERVED!
249, 451  

Total people served by
Discovery Center in 2010

102,322  Public Museum Attendance

35, 299  Education Programs and Classes

25,307  Group Tours

31,834  Outreach

54,679  After School Programs

5,000   
Hours of service provided
 by our volunteers

EXPENSES
1 Education/Programs 

$695,964  32.8% 

2 Operations  
$390,093  18.3%

3 Exhibits 
$334,511  15.7%

4 In-Kind Occupancy  
$303,283  14.2%

5 Building & Grounds
$248, 933  11.7%

6 Marketing & Development 
$104, 992  4.9%

7 Retail Sales  
$50, 554  2.4%

Total   
$2,128,330

SUPPORT & REVENUE
1 Grants and Contributions 

$1,178,642  49.9%

2 Museum Admissions/Memberships 
$500,439  21.2%

3 Total In-Kind 
$335,342  14.2%

4 Program and Class Fees 
$233,769  9.9%

5 Retail Sales 
$88,151  3.7%

6 Investment Income 
$21,487  .9%

.2%

7 Other Income 
$3,573  

Total 
$2,361,403
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Corporate Donors
Educator
Case IH North America
ComEd, An Exelon Company
Ogle County Farm Bureau
Winnebago County Farm Bureau
Benefactor
Hamilton Sundstrand
Harris Bank
Macy’s
Sustainer
Pepsi Cola of Rockford
Savant Capital Management
Wheels By R.T.
Executive
American Waterworks Assn., 
     Illinois Section
Aqua-Aerobics Systems, Inc.
Associated Bank
Beloit Health System
Carroll County Pork Producers  
GKN Rockford, Inc.
Heckert Feed Store
Illinois Beef Association
LaSalle County Farm Bureau
Ogle County Beef Association
Ogle County Pork Producers
OSF Saint Anthony Medical Center
Papa John’s
Rock River Valley Blood Center
Rockford Health System
Stephenson County Fair Association
SwedishAmerican Health System
Target Greatland
US Bank
Whiteside County 
     Cattlemen’s Association
Winnebago County Medical Society
Woodman’s Markets
Partner
A.C. McCartney Farm Equipment
Astro-Physics, Inc.
Bureau County Cattlemen’s Assn.
Cosmopolitan Charities
Kohl’s Department Stores
Rj Link International, Inc.
Rock Valley Culligan
Rockford Bank & Trust
SE/Coady Architects LLC
Specialty Screw Corporation
Upper Iowa University
Viking Chemical Company
Williams-Manny, Inc.
WilliamsMcCarthy LLP
Associate
Advanced Medical 
     Rehabilitation Center
Herbert H. Kohl’s Charities
Jack Rowley Trucking
Lee County Pork Producers
Powmet, Inc.
Stephenson County Beef Association
Thermo Fisher Scientific
Other
Advanced Machine & Engineering Co.
Floto Farms Inc.
Oregon FFA Chapter
PR Etc., Inc.
Richard K. Usedom, D.D.S.
Media Sponsors
Maverick Media
Rockford Register Star
13 WREX

Individual Donors
Edison
Jeffrey R. & Leah Anderson
Richard & Kelly Bennett
Matthew Dorighi & Family
Ryan & Tracy Fitzgerald
William & Louise Gross
Janet Kjellstrom
Thomas & Rosemary Muldowney
Lance & Lori Noggle
Gloria Svanda
David Svanda

da Vinci
David & Cherry Beto
Richard & Judy Beuth
Rick & Cheryl Bischoff
John & Sue Brubaker
Dan & Sheri Cassens
Vern & Jean Cassens
Roger & Joanne Christin
Ken & Becky Greene
Ryan & Nikki Keltner
Drs. Martin Lipsky & Darice 
     Zabak
Agnes Monks
Ken & Kim Ramsay
Jeffrey & Patty Smith
Bill & Cathie Thiede
David & Candace Thompson
Hazen & Carol Tuck
Bernard E. & Deborah Walsh
Benjamin & Kim Wolf

Einstein
William & Leah Baskin
Michael & Virginia Blessing
David & Anne Boccignone
Brian & Mary Brant
Chad & Deborah Bremmer
Mary-Stuart Carruthers
Stephen & Lisa Carter
Chuck Cawley
Jeff, John & Lori Cox
Steven & Nancy Doepke
Lynden & Tina Endress
Joyce Fisher
Rich & Bobbie Gaines
Jon & Nancy Gramzow
Bob & Betty Greene
Linda Heckert
Mark & Theresa Hiser
Richard & Grace Leighton
Mike & Kathy Lindsay
Sam & Joyce Mazzola
Todd & Linda Melville
Angus & Ann More Jr.
John & Patricia Pepe
Bruce & Susan Peterson
John & Kim Reid
Edward & Tammy Rentschler
Tim & Carrie Rollins
William & Terri Roop
Joe & Mary Jo Ross
Rodney & Karen Seuring
Steve & Peggy Showers
Sam & Linda Smith - Castree
Christopher & Kristine Vittore
James & Sarah Wolf

Newton
Jerry Althoff
Charles & Marcia Anderson
Barry & Karessa Aves
Stephen & Dorothy Baits
Joseph & Marian Baker
Harlan & Monica Barkley
Mike & Debbie Beutel
Marvin & Donna Beyer
James & Karen Boeger

Roger & Lynda Bohn
Jake Butitta
Jim & Jody Butitta
Ann Marie Cain
Don & Frances Cappel
Tom & Inga Danko
Craig & Cathy Dummer
Robert & Marianne Early
Lowell & Betty Edwards
Ferol Empen
Tim & Kelly Fitz
Phil & Leslie Frankfort
Rob & Cathy Funderburg
John & Maureen Hargrove
Allan & Frannie Heggblom
Jeffrey & Elizabeth Holmertz
John & Barbara Holmstrom, III
Donald Holt
Garry & Robin Hovis
Thomas & Suzanne Humphris
William & Martha Hutt
Bruce & Karen Jasper
Gregory & Hazel Johnson
Darrell & Candy Johnson
Howard & Patty Kaufman
Timothy & Janet Keating
Bob & Sue Kinney
William & Carolyn Kobler
Bradley & Susan Koch
Rebecca Kopf
Tom & Kathy Lassandro
Brian & Julie Lindsay
Brendan & Pamela Maher
Mike & Karol Manley
Gary & Gayle Marzorati
Kathryn Mattison
Chris & Desiree McCallips
David & Christine McCarty
Jeff & Barbara McCoy
Darryl & Marika Mertz
Don & Doris Mosser
Jim & Denise Noe
Mark & Nacibe Nosek
Tad Olson
Jack Packard
Kevin & Shelley Peifer
Bill & Ann Pell
Dale Pfundstein
Jay & Cathy Pick
Roy Pollard
Warren & Gail Pollard
Raymond & Wilma Porter
Jolanthe Pregel
Charles Prorok & Marcia
     Mueller
Mike & Martha Rathbun
Pete & Jan Rehnberg
Richard & Trudy Reynolds
Gary & Terry Rifkin
Daniel & Stacy Ross
Tom & Linda Sandquist
David & Judith Sbragia
Thomas & Karen Schiller
Brent & Kathy Scholl
Charles & Stella Schroeder
Virginia Sharp
Aaron & Peggy Shiels
Howard & Helen Sorenson
Constance M. St. Angel
Dan & Susan Swift
Steven & Marcia Terrill
Rolf & Margaret Thienemann
Therese Trenhaile
Robert & Norma Trojan
Eleanor Turbyville
Crystal Vanderheyden

MORE DONATIONS!
Thanks to Our Sponsors and Donors
We thank our many corporate and individual supporters for the 
improvements and opportunities your gifts provided in 2010.

Sandra Wallace
Deb Walsh & Durand 
     Elementary Teachers
Frank & Jennifer Wehrstein
Paul & Sharon Werther
William & Marijean Whitcher
John & Susan Whitcher
David & Rosalie Whitehouse
Earl & Arlene Williams
Todd Willis

Galileo
Allison Alexander
Albano & Lynn Andreini
Bryan & Glenda Apple
Jim & Rae Biesiadecki
Mario & Mary Bortoli
Kimberly Brooks
Dennis & Nola Burke
Robert Carlson & Nancy
     Hoffman 
Mary Caskey
Anthony & Barbara D’ Souza
Steve & Jean Geller
Dick & Jody Goff
David & Krina Goss
Robert & Nadine Hallstrom
Dennis & Jean Harezlak
John & Mary Jeanne Hecht
William & Debra Hippensteel
Ted & Terry Ingrassia
Coe & Ada Johnson
Mark & Nancy Kalchbrenner
James & Pamela Keeling
Jim & Fran Knutson
Thomas & Jeanne Lasley
John & Martha Leonard
Dan & Amy Loescher
Kevin & Cathy McDermott
Tony & Susan Murray
Daniel & Ruth Nicholas
Susan Polivka
Jack & Barbara Simon
Reiko & Kerry Speich
Patrick & Kathy Staples
Thomas & Barbara Stieglitz
Don Swanson
Timothy & Julie Theisen
James & Jean Twyning
John & Jean Van Landingham
Albert & Kathy Velasco
Tom & Karen Walsh
John & Beverley Whitehead



In-kind 
Contributions
ABC Catering, Ltd
Aramark
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Beef-A-Roo
Richard Beuth
Billy the Balloon Guy
Brent’s Mailing Equipment
Buck-Wheeler-Hyland 
     Funeral Home
Cappel Certified Seeds
Chocolate Pattie Boutique
Choices Natural Market
Ciao Bella
Cliffbreakers Riverside Resort
Clock Tower Resort
CoCo Key Water Resort
Cookies by Design
Courtyard Marriott
Culver’s
Sarah Darby
Dean Foods
Der Rathskeller
Dixieland Docs
Dr. Stillwater
Mary Lou Dunn
Egg Harbor Café
Lisa Frost
General Mills
Grays IGA
Great Harvest Bread Co.
Guzzardo Performance Music
Hampton Inn
High Maintenance Salon & Spa
Illinois Soybean Association
Illinois Farm Bureau
Kerasotes (Showplace 16)
Rebecca Kopf
Logli’s Supermarket
Maintenance Man Barber Shop
Sam Mazzola
Midway Village Museum
Midwest Dairy Association 
Milwaukee Bucks
Lynn Momberger
Monkey Joe’s
Northern Illinois Tourism           
     Development Office
Northleaf Winery
On The Waterfront
Panera Bread
Peak Fitness & Sports Club
Dale Phundstein 
Gail Pollard 
Kathy Pomerene/Sugarjones
Privileges
Lori Radean
Raines Honey Farm
Rockford Central Tile & Terrazzo
Rockford Park District
Rockford Riverhawks
Royal Crown Catering
Southern Imperial
Stillman Valley FFA
SwedishAmerican Foundation
Swing Productions, Inc.
University of Illinois College of      
     Medicine at Rockford
Vali Produce
Ann Marie Walker
Wonderland Books & Toys
Woodman’s Markets
John Zavagli

While we strive to maintain 
accurate records, if a name 
does not appear on this list as 
it should, please contact our 
Development Director 
at 815-972-2834.

Additional Supporters Continued
Walt & Eunice Gray
Judy & Ward Haselhorst
Shirley Henley
Dan & Catherine Herdeman
Jack & Colleen Holmbeck
Charles & Laura Johnson
J. Elizabeth Johnson
Kirby & Margaret Knutson
Mary Kocher
Roger & Kay Larrick
Judith Lobes
Jane Lyons
Steve & Mary Martin
Jim & Pat Mc Clellan
Terry & Betty Moore
Donald & Mary Kay Morrison
Dennis & Earlynn Mullins
Kimberly Nelson
Noel & Amy Nickel
Dale & Johanna Norris
George & Catherine O’Leary
Don & Sandy Ozburn
John & Elizabeth Quinn
Nick & Lori Radean
Wally & E.J. Rebman
Lillie Rude
Elmer & Margaret Rudy
Andrew & Michelle Scarpaci
Dottie Singer
James & Marty Smith
Duane & Rulee Stallmann
Marjorie Stover
Sweet Family
Craig & Dawn Thomas
Clair & Sally Trefz
Donald & Justine Walhout
Al & Marilyn Westman

Grants 
& Foundations
AMCORE Foundation
Boone County Farm
     Bureau Foundation
C.W.B. Foundation
CLARCOR Foundation
Community Foundation 
     of Northern Illinois
Dean Alan Olson Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
Illinois Arts Council
Illinois Space Grant Consortium
Institute of Museum 
     & Library Services
NASA
Pacific Science Center
Sjostrom & Sons Foundation, Inc.
St. Louis Science Center
State of Illinois, Department 
     of Commerce and 
     Economic Opportunity
21st Century State of Illinois Grant
Woodward Charitable Trust

Gifts Given 
In Memorial
In Memory Of Kelly Althoff
Charles & Greta Alfano
Scott & Rhonda Christensen
Dan & Judy Davis
Mary B. Deem
Diamond Family Medical Clinic
Edward Freeman & Maureen 
     Wellen
Michael & Nancy Garry
Bruce & Vickie Glidden
Howard & Carol Gold
Chip & Mary Hart
Bruce Samlan Soccer League     
     Hononegah Youth Soccer 
     Association
Lynn Isabella
Christopher & Rosanne  
     Johengen
David & Marilyn Kloepfer
Keith D. & Jill C. Knoespel
Deborah Lecuyer
Robert & Amy Limke
Rose Lovejoy
Anthony & Brandi Maniscalco
Montessori Learning Path
Todd & Lisa Nalley
Nancy Pacher & Alan Berry
Michelle Pozzi
Ralph & Pamela Prescott
Roger & Susan Price
RAC Adjustments, Inc.
Bruce & Margaret Recker
Rogers Benefit Group - 
     Matthew Maris - Manager
Roscoe Girl Scout Troop #199
David & Judith Ruch
Bill & Janet Skurski
Angela Taylor
William & Sally Williams III
Randall & Milla Wright
In Memory Of Seth Atwood
John & Barbara Holmstrom III
In Memory Of Lisa Coole
William & Nancy Coole
In Memory Of Diana Tarabori
Mike & Kathy Lindsay
In Memory Of  Ted Weber
Robert & Mary Ann Presman

Additional
Supporters
Paul & Teri Baits
Richard H. & Sally Baker III
Richard & Nancy Blackburn
James & Connie Coffey
Diane Conklin
Dr. John & Dr. Susan De Guide
Ken & Nancy Detig
Joe & Susan Drennan
Gene & Carolyn Elliott
Brenda Falconer
Gene & Barb Ferry
Terrance & Lois Fisher
Jeffrey & Susan Flemming
Alvin & Gail Francik
Reggie & Chellis French
Matthew & Jennifer Fuller
John & Marilyn Fulton
Georgalee George
Greg & Marifran Georgis
Jeff & Dawn Glass
Terry & Carol Gordon
Cliff & Joan Gray



At Riverfront Museum Park
711 North Main Street • Rockford, IL 61103
815.963.6769   •  www.discoverycentermuseum.org
Located inside Riverfront Museum Park–A Rockford Park District facility

Imagination is more important than 
knowledge. For while knowledge 
defines all we currently know and 
understand, imagination points to all 
we might yet discover and create.  

  - Albert Einstein


