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New Fall fun!
Discovery Center staff have been busy creating and installing 
new exhibits for visitors to enjoy. Here are a few highlights:

Light Table
Children can experiment with light and color at our new Light Table 
exhibit. Soft LED lights glow gently beneath a translucent acrylic 
surface. Mirrors surround the perimeter to double the fun! This 
exhibit was designed with the tabletop at two different heights to 
accommodate all sizes of our museum visitors. Dozens of Magna-Tiles 
are on hand for open-ended play at the Light Table. 
Be sure to stop by and see this new exhibit dedicated to the memory of Emma Ann Stieglitz.

Rocket Launcher
You may not be thrilled with them flying through your living room, but launching rockets 

at Discovery Center is fun for children AND their parents!
Our new Rocket Launcher exhibit offers Discovery Center visitors a combination of 
science, creativity and fun. The activity starts at the rocket-making station, where you 
design and make your own paper rocket. When the rocket is ready to fly, you can try 
it out at the Launcher. The rockets are powered by the air pressure created when you 

stomp on the launch platform, which is a device that forces air into the much-smaller 
launch tube. This air pressure propels the rocket upward, sometimes all the way to the 

ceiling! If your rocket doesn’t fly so well the first time, you can take it back to the rocket-
building station, make some modifications, and try again!

Great Balls of Fire! 
Admission is free for Members; $10 for Public
Back by popular demand, Comets, Asteroids and 
Meteors: Great Balls of Fire! blazes into Discovery 
Center this fall. This interactive exhibit takes you on 
an astronomical adventure to climb into a "spaceship" and 
blast off to the asteroid belt and Jupiter on a mission to gather data about asteroids and comets. While on 
your expedition you will:
• Use a Google Maps display to see what 

would happen if asteroids or comets of 
various sizes hit your hometown. 

• Save Earth and learn about gravity by trying 
to divert a “rubble 

pile” asteroid from 
impacting our planet.

• Shoot a projectile into a water tank and view 
the impact in slow motion and high speed.

• Test magnetism, color, density/relative weight to 
detect if a rock is a meteorite (or a meteor-wrong)

• Determine if clips from Hollywood films 
are Science Fact or Science Fiction. 

• Create your own solar system, including asteroid 
belts and comets using a touch table display.

Join us once a month for Star-Studded Saturdays. We’ll have extra 
astronomy fun from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm on October 13, November 17 and 

December 15 included with admission to Great Balls of Fire!

Premiere Sponsor:               With additional sponsorship thanks to:
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Returning  
Sept. 22 

- Dec. 16!
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Hours
Monday–Sunday: 10 am–5 pm

Admission
Adult/Child: $8
Children age 1 and  
younger and Members: FREE!

Membership
CLIMB SuperPass:  
 $150/year
Family SuperPass:  
 $135/year
Family Membership: 
 $90/year; $170/2 years
Grandparent Membership:  
 $90/year; $170/2 years
Caregiver Membership: 
 $30/year

Group Rates
Discounted group rates are available 
for tours, classes, museum rentals, and 
birthday parties. Reservations required.

Contact Us
Phone: (815) 963-6769
Website: 
 www.discoverycentermuseum.org

Staff
Sarah Wolf ................................Executive Director
Lisa Coen.......................................Office Manager
Kyler Hartje ............................Exhibits Technician/ 

Planetarium Technician 
Michele Larson .........Birthday Party Coordinator
Cheryl Maggio .................................. Accountant
Joyce Mazzola ......................Gift Shop Manager
Lana Paris ...........................Development Director
Hillary Parks ................... Guest Services Manager 
Bruce Quast ...............................Exhibits Director
Mike Rathbun ..........................Associate Director
Meghan Richards .............Education Specialist/ 

Scout Coordinator 
Jenny Rossol ................Early Childhood Educator
Maggie Ruggerio .............. Education Specialist
Corinne Sosso ...................Director of Education 
Sue Stevens ...........................Volunteer & Special  

Projects Coordinator
Jim Taylor .................Member Relations Manager
Ann Marie Walker ............... Marketing Director
Jessica Williams ................. Education Specialist

Our Mission
Create opportunities for joyful learning 
and discovery through hands-on 
experiences in the sciences and arts.

INFORMATION:
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Scout Days  
offered at  
Discovery Center
Scouts and scout leaders can enjoy several 
days of hands-on learning and fun at Discovery Center. 
Discovery Center is offering four Scout Days in 2018-2019. 
Scouts in uniform, as well as their uniformed leaders, will 
receive discounted admission of $6/person plus free planetarium 
shows and free admission to Great Balls of Fire! exhibit. These days are  
September 22; October 13; November 17; and December 15. 
                 Sponsored by

TripAdvisor names Discovery 
Center to Hall of Fame
Discovery Center recently received notice of our inclusion 
into the TripAdvisor Hall of Fame. The award celebrates 
excellence in hospitality and is given only to establishments 

that consistently achieve a Certificate of Excellence for five 
consecutive years. 

Little Free Library erected
Discovery Center volunteers recently built and installed a Little Free Library outside 
near the Juggler kinetic sculpture. A Little Free Library is a “take a book, return a book” 
free book exchange. Anyone may take a book or bring 
a gently used book to share.
If you take a book (or two) from our Little Free Library, 
you do not need to return that exact book. However, 
in order to keep the Little Library full of good choices 
for children, the next time you swing by Discovery 
Center bring a few books to share. Little Library book 
exchanges function on the honor system; everyone 
contributes to ensure there are always quality books 
inside. This way, we all win!
Thanks to our volunteers Erwin Konrad, Art Shaw and Javeon Wilson (an 
ELEVATE intern) for building and installing the library.

After-school programs operated 
by Discovery Center
For many years, Discovery Center has been a major player in Rockford Public School 
District #205 after-school programs. This fall, Discovery Center will serve as lead 
agency for programs at Lathrop, Conklin and Nelson elementary schools.
Discovery Center’s goal with the programs is to use science-based interactions and 
hands-on activities integrated with art and movement to increase English vocabulary, 
improve reading skills, math skills, and promote teamwork and social skills among 
students. In addition to having Discovery Center staff at the schools each day from 
2:00-5:30 pm, we also provide interactive curriculum, materials for projects, field trips 
to Discovery Center and Family events at both schools and Discovery Center. At the 
conclusion of the school year, Discover Center will provide memberships to each 
participating child’s family to promote continued family learning and fun for the next 
calendar year at Discovery Center.
The Nelson after-school program is funded by the United Way, while 
Lathrop and Conklin programs are funded by the 21st Century After 
School Achievement Program.



Bubble Fest
Saturday, September 8
Performances at: 10:30 am; Noon; 1:30, 
2:30 & 3:30 pm
Advance tickets: $4 Members; $5 Public
At the Door: $5 Members; $6 Public
Museum admission extra.
Join Discovery Center 
in welcoming bubble-
celebrity Geoffrey 
Akins-Hannah back for 
his live performances 
and sudsy science fun. 
After the show, join us in 
the Bubble-Palooza Playground 
to try some of Geoff’s tricks, and create 
some of your own as you test your soapy 
skills with bubble art and activities for 
the whole family!
Sponsored by Midland State Bank 
and the Blazer Foundation

Great Balls of Fire 
Opening Day
Saturday, September 22
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Admission: Members FREE; $10 Public

Get ready 
for a galactic 
good time in 
this temporary 

exhibition here through December 16! 
Climb into a “spaceship” and blast off 
to the asteroid belt and Jupiter. Find 
out all about comets. Determine the 
positioning of asteroid belts and comets. 
Create your own solar system and more. 
Join us for special hands-on activities. 
Sponsored by Woodward;  
Aqua-Aerobics Systems;  
Kiwanis Club of Rockford; and the 
Kjellstrom Foundation of CFNIL 

Worldwide Day of Play
Saturday, September 29
11:00 am – 3:00 pm
This is the official day to turn off the TV, 
unplug from hand-held devices, get off 
the couch, and play! Enjoy a spin on 
a Big Wheel and bling your ride, race 
the wind, compete in the Family Fun 
Challenge and more!

Spooky Science
Friday, October 26
6:00 – 9:00 pm
Admission is $5 Members; $9 Public
Come in costume for this non-scary night 
of Halloween fun. Bring your Trick-or-
Treat bag and grab gobs of goodies 
in our exhibit spaces. Plus concoct 
glowing slime and make monstrous 
crafts! Network with eminent inventors 
and distinguished scientists who happen 
to also be dead. Pick up a prize from 
Alfred Nobel, enjoy some hair-raising 
experiences, and experiment with 
science tricks that look like magic! 
Sponsored by Sjostrom & Sons

Smashing Pumpkins
Sunday, November 4

1:00 – 4:00 pm
Calling all jack-o-lanterns! We’ll 
employ our giant trebuchet 
to transform your pumpkin 
porch décor into a parking lot 

projectile or use it to buttress a 
citadel of squash! Join the fun and 

create a catapult, celebrate the harvest 
and have a smashing good time.
Sponsored by Sjostrom & Sons.

Crazy About Chemistry
Monday, November 12
11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Get a “feel” for chemical 
changes when you 

combine safe and 
simple materials! 
Oodles of fizz, 
columns of foam, 
and color changes 
galore will make you 

want to come back for 
more! 

Grinchy Green Science
Friday, Nov. 23 & Saturday, Nov. 24
11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Green bubbles, Grinch Goop, Whoville 
hats and more! Dabble in additional 
art and science activities during this 
weekend of family fun! 
Sponsored by OSF Healthcare

Holiday Hoopla
Wednesday, Dec. 26 – Sunday, Dec. 30
11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Get your gray matter in 
gear while you wander 
this drop-in workshop 
space. LEGOs are just the 
beginning of what you 
can use to build it bigger. 
Recycled materials turn 
into bird feeders, toys, 
decorations, and whatever 
you imagine Use real tools to 
create using recycled materials, 
and take what you make!
Sponsored by OSF Healthcare

Countdown to Fun!
Monday, December 31

Noon – 4:00 pm
Design a party hat, 

create a noise maker, 
and get showered 
with confetti as 
we count 
down to 

midnight 
each hour. 

Ring in the 
New Year with our STEAM-y 
blend of science, technology, 
engineering, art, math, and fun!
Sponsored by SwedishAmerican -  
a division of UW Health

Special Events
All events included with museum  
admission unless otherwise noted.

These programs are  
partially sponsored by a  

grant from the Illinois Arts Council
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Messy Monday
11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Enjoy special theme-focused art projects 
in our Art Studio. Dates occur on federal 
and school holidays and throughout the 
summer. 
Sponsored by SwedishAmerican Health 
System.

October 8 . . . . Marbled Watercolor 
Painting
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Tot Spot Classes
Hands-on exploration and interactive stories engage children 
as they learn about science, language, engineering, art, 
mathematics, and social skills. 
Class topics repeat throughout the same week at different 
times. Simply choose the session you wish.

Balancing Act
September 25, 26, 27 or 28
Adventurous mice in this delightful book lead to investigations 
of gravity, forces and mathematics!

Pop! Fizz! Bubble! Amazing Reactions
October 9, 10, 11 or 12
You’ll be amazed at what happens when household chemicals 
combine! 

Nightly Neighbors
October 23, 24, 25 or 26
These animal friends only come out at night! Whooo can you 
find? 

Cornucopia
November 13, 14, 15 or 16
Celebrate the harvest as you stuff your brain with fun science, 
engineering and art!

Building Bridges
November 27. 28. 29 or 30
Test the structures you assemble in this engineering 
ed-venture!

Holly Jolly Holidays
December 11, 12, 13 or 14
Create, explore and laugh during this Ho Ho Ho holiday class!

Toddler Time Playgroup
Times: 9:30-10:30 am on either Tuesdays or Thursdays
Dates: September 18 or 20; October 16 or 18; 
November 6 or 8; December 4 or 6
Being one is FUN! Take advantage of this playgroup 
designed for children ages 12 to 24 months as we sing 
songs, read stories and explore interesting materials while 
meeting new friends! 
Enrollment is limited to 10 families per session. Advance registration is 
required. To register, follow the link under education classes on our website 
or call 815-963-6769. The fee is $6/family per session or just $21 if you 
register for all four sessions. Toddler Time meets in the first floor Tot Spot 
classroom (east end of the building).

Cost: $12 Public / $10 Members (per child, per class)
Preregistration required; payment must accompany 
registration. Please visit our website to register, or call 

815-963-6769.
In our classes for 2-year-olds, children must be 

accompanied by an adult. 
Adults are not required to attend 

classes for 3- to 6-year-olds but 
are welcome to attend.

For children ages 3–6:
Session 1: Tuesdays from 11:00 am – Noon
Session 2: Wednesdays from 9:30 -10:30 am
Session 3: Wednesdays from 11:00 – Noon
Session 4: Wednesdays from 1 – 2:00 pm
Session 5: Thursdays from 11:00 am – Noon
Session 6: Fridays from 9:30-10:30 am

For children age 2:
Session 7: Tuesdays from 9:30 – 10:30 am
Session 8: Thursdays from 9:30 – 10:30 am
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Homeschool Classes

Basically Blood
October 10, 2018
How many different tissue types make up the fluid we call 
blood? Match each unique cell to its function, experiment 

with how blood-typing works, and investigate the 
chemistry of what flows in your veins.

“Elemental”  
Chem-Mysteries

October 24, 2018
Chemistry-week fun abounds as you 
mix, pour, and explore the periodic 
table. Combine atoms to make 
molecules, and take molecules 
apart to make atoms! Test the gas 

in a beaker of foam, and create a 
molecular model to take home.

Lab Technician – Chem Lab
November 14, 2018
Discover what chemists do as you carry out all the actions 
involved in separating substances too small to see! Make 
the measurements, transfer the gel, and perform the science 
processes of electrophoresis and DNA extraction!

Lab Technician – Biology Lab
November 28, 2018
What do real biologists do? Find out! 
Perform all the tasks involved in viewing 
bacteria found… in your mouth! 
Collect and prepare a sample, grow 
a culture, use a microscope, and 
classify what you see!

Game On!
December 12, 2018
Take on the role of a game designer and 
use science, mathematics, and creative 
thinking to develop your own captivating board 
game! Keep what you invent, and practice strategies to defeat 
your friends or win together!

Cost: $13 Public / $11 Members (per child, per class)
Children ages 7 and up
Time: Wednesday,10:30 am-Noon

Registration required. Register online at  
www.discoverycentermuseum.org/education/classes 

and click on the category: TotSpot (ages 2-6), 
Homeschool (ages 7-13), and Family Classes. 

Or call (815) 963-6769 or drop by the 
Discovery Center Museum office 

during normal business hours. 

Family Class
Gingerbread House Family Class

Sunday, December 2; 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Sampling is encouraged in this sweet class sure to satisfy your inner elf. Immerse 

your family in this tasty tradition as you decorate a Gingerbread House to take 
home! We supply the houses, tools, and the trimmings. You get the family fun 
and the finished masterpiece, we clean up all the mess! Select the number of 
houses your family would like to decorate.
One adult required for every two children. Suggested ages: 4 and up

Child: Members $6 / Public $10. Adults: no charge.
Fully assembled gingerbread house: $10
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We tweet!
Follow  

@DiscovCenMuseum 
now!

Discovery Center  
is on Facebook
Check us out  
and “like” us today!

We’re on  
Instagram!

@DiscoveryCenterMuseum

 
Pin with us!

Discovery Center has lots 
 of great ideas on Pinterest 
on subjects such as STEM 
activities, science activities 
for kids, holiday crafts and 

experiments, science books
for kids, and  

   more.

#DiscoveryCenterMuseum

We have 
birthday parties 

down to a science!
Our fun-filled, hassle-free parties begin at just $125 for a 
party package! Members receive a 10% discount off of 
our party packages!
Packages include invitations, room rental, exploration 
time in the Museum and more! Party themes include 
Princess, Outer Space, Zoo Animals, Superhero or 

Museum Choice (depending on temporary exhibition 
themes).
Please check our website for more details and  

call 815-963-6769 to book your party today!



Fall 2018 discoverycentermuseum.org6

Summer interns a huge help! 
Thanks to a grant from the Illinois Arts Council Agency 

and its Youth Employment in the Arts project, 
Discovery Center was fortunate to hire four local 

youth to be interns this summer. These recent 
high school graduates helped plan, prepare 
and execute all our Family Fridays. They also 
assisted at Messy Mondays and How Does 
Your Garden Grow? activities. You may also 
have seen them at community events like 
Rockford City Market, Friday Night Flix, and 
Strong Neighborhood Days Block Parties. 
Our sincere thanks to Ezra Adams, Rima 
Bouhal, Cal Rathbun and Swati Vattem.

In addition to these four individuals, we 
were excited to have two college interns 

this summer. Cassidy Brandt worked in 
our marketing department taking photos and 

designing marketing materials, as well as painting 
backdrops and creating signage for our June fundraising 

event. Molly Gallagher worked in our development department 
researching grant opportunities and providing support for our annual fundraising 
efforts as well as our June fundraising event.
All the interns all did a fantastic job and we are so grateful for all their enthusiasm and 
hard work this summer. We wish them luck in their future endeavors!

Thank you volunteers!
This summer Discovery Center received an infusion of energy thanks 

to 70 youth volunteers, 12 adult volunteers and 50 volunteers from 
local organizations including Barbara Olson Center of Hope, 
IGNITE, Rock Valley Credit Union and Rockford University. 

Their gifts of time added up to more than 1,100 hours 
of service helping prepare for special events, running 
stations at Family Fridays, assisting at Messy Mondays, 
lending a hand at summer camps, fixing exhibits, and 
more. We couldn’t do what we do without the help of 
volunteers.
If you, your child, or your company would like to 
volunteer, contact Volunteer Coordinator Sue Stevens at 

sues@discoverycentermuseum.org for more information.

Rockford University freshman “take 
the plunge” with Discovery Center
Rockford University’s annual freshmen plunge took place August 20. Rockford Plunge 
links freshmen with one of several Rockford nonprofit organizations, including 

Discovery Center. Students work on beneficial projects as they 
explore what Rockford has to offer. And it doesn’t stop there. 

Students from Deepshikha Shukla’s First Year Seminar 
who lent a hand at Discovery Center will also visit one of 
Discovery Center’s afterschool program sites. There they 
will engage those enthusiastic youngsters using hands-on 
space science investigations they have developed as 
part of class. With many Rockford University students 
new to the Rockford area, this is an active way to build 
community within the class of 2022, while building 

relationships within the greater community. Thank you 
Rockford University!

Mornings of Fun
We invite children with disabilities and 
their immediate families to experience 
Discovery Center’s multi-sensory exhibits 
and activities free of charge before the 
museum opens to the general public. 
Join us from 9-10:00 am on  
Saturday, September 8 and  
Saturday, November 10.
A healthy snack will be served at  
10:00 am and families are welcome to 
stay and play after the museum opens to 
the public that day. Advance registration 
is required. To receive free admission, 
please visit our website to reserve a 
spot for your family. 

Discoveries to Go
Make sure to stop by our Discoveries 
to Go Gift Shop on your next visit! 
We feature unique toys, games and 
educational items for all ages! Some 
of our most popular items come from 
Ty, Klutz, Melissa & 
Doug, Jelly Cat, 
Green Toys 
and many 
more. We 
hope to 
see you 
soon!

Celebrate 
Grandparents’ Day
September 7 is National Grandparents’ 
Day. Discovery Center is 
celebrating with FREE 
ADMISSION to 
grandparents. Enjoy 
playing, learning 
and creating special 
memories with 
family!
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Grants & Gifts News
May 16, 2018 through July 31, 2018
We thank the following donors for their generous support of Discovery Center 
exhibits, events, educational programs and operations.

Grants, Sponsorships & Corporate Donations
• The Kjellstrom Family Foundation – $13,000 

– Tree House Adventure
• Illinicare Health – $5,000
• US Bank – $2,000 – ASAP Field Trips and 

Family Nights

• OSF College of Nursing – $1,000 – Future 
Nurses Academy

• Sjostrom & Sons, Inc. – $1,000 – Spooky 
Science & Smashing Pumpkins

• Comcast – $500 – Volunteer Programs

If you are interested in partnering with Discovery Center to support an event,  
program or exhibit, please contact Lana Paris at 815-972-2834 or  
lanap@discoverycentermuseum.org.
You can also donate online to support Discovery Center Museum exhibits, programs, 
classes and outreach at www.discoverycentermuseum.org. Click on the DONATE 
button on the home page. Thank you for your support!

Marvel-ous Magical Evening a big 
hit with children AND adults
Magic was in the air June 24 at Discovery Center as we hosted a new fundraising 
event – A Marvel-ous Magical Evening. The evening featured seven princesses and 
superheroes on hand for photos, autographs, 
musical performances and play! Delicious 
food was provided by Mary’s Market, Prairie 
Street Brewhouse, Capital House, Lino’s 
and Nothing Bundt Cakes. Children also 
enjoyed magical carriage rides by T2 
Enterprises/Arabian Carriages, fantastic 
balloon creations courtesy of Bee Giggles, 
a candy buffet, face painting, climbing 
wall, inflatable obstacle course and more. 
Proceeds benefit the educational programs 
and exhibits at Discovery Center. We thank 
all who supported this interactive and 
enchanting evening.
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Bubble Festival
Reserve your spot today before 
they sell out! Performances are at 
10:30 am; Noon; 1:30, 2:30 and 
3:30 pm. 
Advance reservations: $4 for 
Members & $5 Public

At the door: $5 Members & $6 
Public

Sponsored by

Opening  
January 12!

GRAND
INNSBRUCK

N. MAIN

N. MAIN

At Riverfront Museum Park
711 North Main Street 
Rockford, IL 61103
815.963.6769 
www.discoverycentermuseum.org
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